A s in other Western European countries, although with some delay, Crime and Criminal Justice History has become a distinctive sub-discipline of social history in Germany in the last few years. The first impulsion came from his torical research on lower social strata and marginal groups, but also from the inves tigation of social unrest. This area soared in the seventies and eighties. A large num ber of scholars working in the field of crime and criminal justice history in Germany came to the subject «via» their research in previous years on witchcraft and witch trials. This group attained « critical mass » in the early nineties, when some 20 scho lars, mainly from the field of history and neighbouring disciplines, met for the first time to exchange ideas and experiences.
The German researchers in this field work in the history of deviant and criminal behaviour, on the one hand, and in the history of penal legislation and criminal jus tice procedures, on the other, as well as in the institutional development of the police and judicial apparatus. In a middle-range perspective, the emergence and enginee ring of varying mechanisms of social control were also a major point of interest. It is probably due to the already-mentioned 'lag' of German historiography in the area of crime and criminal justice, that its development differs from that in other coun tries. Whereas the historiographies of other countries started with a stronger empha sis on quantitative methods and on statistics as sources -at least in comparison with the German situation -, this group is more sceptical as to the analytical force and reliability of statistics. In their local and regional case-studies, the investigation of various forms of deviant behaviour is, above all, used as an access to the ways of life of the past. Only a small number of the German researchers makes extensive use of quantitative methods, and almost no-one employs this methodological instrument without simultaneously working qualitatively, without combining analytical and hermeneutical accesses to the topic. Thus, the German history of crime is strongly influenced by the methodological and theoretical discussions of historical anthro pology and micro-history and it also attempts to participate in these discussions. In the source material of crime and criminal justice history research, which comes from the desks of public offices, the historical subjects do not speak directly, and this fact guarantees that the link to more classical questions of social history -like, for instance, those of the distribution of power and influence in societies, or, more specifically, between the authorities and the subjects -remains on the agenda of German crime and criminal justice history.
In recent years, German crime and criminal justice history has concentrated on the following themes: Apart from the classical types of criminal offences like mur der, robbery, and theft, petty crimes like insults or transgressions of common decency are intensively inquired into. Under the influence of gender history, the interest in female-or male-specific crimes has increased as much as the interest in matrimonial and other disputes between the sexes. Finally, many historians -not least thanks to the background paradigm of « confessionalization » -have turned to a more intensive concern with the church courts and the disciplining or penalisation of sinfulness («Sündenzucht»). Thus, the interests are manifold; their common denominator may be best seized by the concept and term « history of conflicts ».
The first exchange of ideas and opinions has turned into a regular institution: for the last seven years, the work-shop for Historical Crime Research has represented a communication forum for a growing number of predominantly younger researchers. The annual meetings in Stuttgart-Hohenheim (under the aegis of the « Katholische Akademie der Diözese Rottenburg-Stuttgart») bring together scholars from history, legal history and ethnology. Especially since the creativity is not confined by any strictly limited topic or any obligation to publish, new themes and theses can be freely presented for discussion. A glance at the reports and lectures given these mee tings reveals the main foci of the German crime and criminal justice history, the time periods covered, the topics, and the methods applied. Chronologically, the emphasis clearly rests on the late middle ages and, above all, the early modern period, while topics from the early and high middle ages or from the nineteenth and twentieth cen turies are almost completely absent. Regarding the topics, the emphasis naturally falls on studies of single offences or societal fields of conflict (for instance, gang crimes, violence, blasphemy, poaching, murder, etc.), but above all on studies which try to deal with their subject in a differentiated manner -be it for gender-specific aspects of deviance and criminality, or questions related to individual criminals and their experiences (« criminal» biographies), or the distinction between strategies of disciplining and denominationalization deriving from the state or the church. Of course, more fundamental, theoretical or methodical reflexions are also presented. In particular, speakers have reported on the following topics: 
I. Historical Crime Research in the Early

